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His Holiness the 14th Dalai
Lama and human rights leader
Archbishop Desmond Tutu will
speak individually to the NSU
community this month. But who
are they?
“I know he’s a religious
leader from…Tibet?” said Tania
Patel, senior biology major, in
reference to the Dalai Lama.
When asked about Tutu, Patel
said, “I don’t know who he is.”

said   Duchess Domingo, senior
biology major, following
Patel’s answer.  
Other students seemed to
have vague notions about the
speakers. “I don’t know who that
is,” said Ryan Smith, sophomore
biology major, about Tutu.
“[The Dalai Lama is]
a Buddhist…I ‘Googled’ his
name,” commented junior sociology major, Ashah Thompkins,
who also admitted feeling
indifferent to the Dalai Lama’s

Courtesy of www.w ritespirit.net

because it is a class requirement.
The Dalai Lama is thought
to be the latest reincarnation of a
line of Tibetan Buddhist spiritual
leaders chosen to enlighten others.
Tutu was the first black South
African Anglican archbishop
of Cape Town who gained
recognition in the 1980s as an
opponent of apartheid. Though
the two distinguished leaders
come from different nations
and belong to different religious
affiliations, their general message

SEE WHO’S TALKING 2
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towards Homecoming weekend.
I was amazed by some of the
events earlier in the week like the
Dance Marathon and the Block
Painting Party. I think this year
was the year where the most
blocks were painted. Even with
the cold weather there are still a
lot of students out here enjoying
the event,” said John Jameison,

NSU received $15 million
in federal stimulus money from
the National Institute of Standards
and Technology to build the
largest coral reef research center
in the U. S. The institute gave
out 12 grants, of which only two
were $15 million.
“This new research facility
will help build upon the firm
foundation of the Oceanographic
Center, which conducts 75 percent
of NSU’s active extramurally
funded research projects,” said
Richard Dodge, Ph.D., dean of
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It was 58 degrees last
Wednesday at Chancellor Ray
Ferrero’s Fourth Annual Tailgating Party, but that did not keep
students away. The bash featured

an NSU Shark branded step and
repeat where students could take
photos with Razor, NSU’s mascot,
caricature stations for students to
receive free cartoon versions of
themselves, and complimentary
burgers, hotdogs, potato salad
and more.  
“If you think about it,
the tailgate party is the kickoff
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In fact, both the Dalai Lama
and Tutu have been awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize. Non-violence,
ethics, interfaith harmony and
compassion have been the main
subjects of the Dalai Lama’s
peace message, while Tutu raises
awareness about human rights,
AIDS, homophobia, poverty and
racism. The two also support
each other in efforts of peace.
In March 2009, Tutu voiced his
concern about the human rights
issues in Tibet and urged the

NSU Puts the Community in Fest
AMANDA CAZACU
CURRENT AFFAIRS EDITOR

Last Saturday, NSU and
the community joined together
for a day of festivities at Gold
Circle Lake. Booths were lined

up with different businesses and
school organizations, live music
was played, and a variety of food
was offered. “The weather could
have been better,” commented
Michele Zielinski, senior marine
biology major, on the windy,

60 degree weather. “Other than
the weather, it’s a really fun
event because it’s not just NSU
but the entire community; it’s
a really good time,” she continued saying.
Started six years ago by

Michelle Manley, an NSU student, CommuntiyFest was generated in an effort to bring
everyone together for a day
of unity. The most memorable
moment for the creator was trying
to hang banners the day before,
SEE COMMUNITYFEST 8
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WHO’S TALKING from 1

Chinese government to get to
know His Holiness the Dalai
Lama and stop verbally abusing
him. Tutu also refused to attend
an international peace conference
in South Africa after the Dalai
Lama was denied a visa for
entrance into the country.
While many did not know
much about the speakers, other
students showed more interest
and willingness to learn. “If I
read up on him and see what
he has accomplished, I may be
more interested,” said Domingo
about Tutu. Senior sociology
major, Keisha Fransis said that
she will be going to see the Dalai
Lama speak, “I’m more excited
because my professor is getting
us tickets.”
On the other end of the
spectrum, there are students who
are excited, informed and pleased
about the visits. “Well, Tenzin

Gyatso, is the 14th reincarnation
of the Dalai Lama; he’s the living
spiritual leader in the Budhist
faith. He’s also the retired leader
of Tibetan government in exile,
which he took up after he fled
to India following Chinese
oppression. He’s also won several
awards over the years, including
the U.S. Congressional Medal
of Honor and the Nobel Peace
Prize,” said Zach Virgin, first
year medical student.
“I think it’s pretty cool that
[NSU] was able to get someone
so influential to come,” said Brad
Austin, junior biology major,
about Tutu’s visit.
Austin had a suggestion
for future NSU events. “If they
are going to invite someone to
school, I think they should send
an e-mail or a letter to students to
inform people. The only people
who go are those who know who

the person is.”
Patel had another request
for the Dalai Lama speech, “It
would be nice if they gave us
more tickets because the students
have been looking all over for
tickets.” The Dalai Lama event
has already run out of tickets and
tickets to hear Tutu speak are
going fast, too.
The Dalai Lama will give
his speech “Global Compassion,”
on Feb. 23 at 1:30 p.m., in the
Don Taft University Arena.    
Archbishop Desmond Tutu
will present his speech “Good vs.
Evil: Human Rights or Humans
Wronged,” on Feb. 26 at 7:00
p.m., in the Don Taft University
Arena. Tickets will be available
through NSU’s Office of the
Dean, located in the MailmanHollywood Building on the
second floor.
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the Oceanographic Center.
The grant will cover half the
cost of building — the $30 million
center — and the other half will
be paid by the university.
“Personally, I think it is
really exciting. It is great for the
Oceanographic Center and it will
put us on the map. It is definitely
a positive thing,” said Stephanie
Bush, a third year master’s
student in marine biology.
The facility will enable the
creation of 372 new jobs, starting
with the construction of the
86,000 square-foot center, which
will employ 300 construction
workers. After the construction
finishes, 50 graduate students
will begin working on research,
along with 22 new researchers.
“I think it is a great
opportunity for the center to
gain further recognition. We
have two research institutions at
the OC now but we are kind of
forgotten. This grant will help
get further recognition not only
in the state and the country but
hopefully also internationally,”
said Mauricio Lopez, a second
year master’s student in costal
zone management.
The Center of Excellence
for Coral Reef Ecosystems Science Research Facility will be the
only center in the country focusing
on coral reefs and tropical
ecosystems. They will mainly
look at five aspects: the impact
of global and local stress factors
on the reefs, analyze and map the
habitats, research deep sea coral
reefs and biodiversity, research
the connectivity of the genomic
and genetic aspects, as well as
research in hydrodynamics.
“The coral reefs category

Current Affairs Editor
Sports Editor
Arts & Entertainment Editor

actually covers a lot of fields, just
because it has that name doesn’t
mean that different fields are not
included. I think the research will
cater to a lot of the research going
on right now,” said Bush.
The reefs of the “sunshine
state” constitute 84 percent of the
reefs in the country making South
Florida the ideal location for the
preservation of the corals.
“Marine biology is the
technology of the future. That’s
where our resources are going to
come from,” said Emma Magner,
freshman marine biology major.
“There’s probably cures and
medicines there. I mean, we have
only discovered five percent of
the deep ocean. There could be
so much there for our benefit and
the environment.”
Healthy ecosystems are
also a major part of the South
Florida economy. They provide
a great source of tourism and
employment, as many visitors
and residents SCUBA dive,

snorkel and fish. Reefs contribute
$6 billion and 71,000 jobs to the
South Florida economy.
To help NSU secure the
grant, South Florida congressional Representatives Ron Klein
and Debbie Wasserman-Schultz
wrote letters to the institute
explaining the importance of the
center in preserving the reefs.
Others who made it possible for
NSU to receive the grant include
Alcee L. Hastings, Ileana RosLehtinen, Kendrick B. Meek,
Mario Diaz-Balart, Lincoln
Diaz-Balart, Robert Wexler and
Senators Bill Nelson and George
Lemieux.
The center will be located
in NSU’s Oceanographic Center
in Dania Beach and will include
offices, laboratories, research
training and fieldwork staging.
Construction is planned to begin
in late 2010 and will conclude by
Dec. 2011.
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Perspective sketch of COE CRES Research Facility looking west towards Port
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Haitian Students
to Receive Grant

ANNARELY RODRIGUEZ
NEWS EDITOR

Joseph Gousse, senior
biology major, is in the U.S. on
a student visa from Haiti. His
parents lost everything during the
7.0 magnitude earthquake that
hit the country on Jan. 12 and
are no longer able to support his
educational pursuits financially.
“I had to drop my classes
Jan. 13 to avoid being charged.
I lost my on-campus job and I’m
not enrolled for classes now. I
have less than 20 credits left to
graduate,” said Gousse.
Haitian students enrolled in
American colleges and universities as international students
will be eligible to receive a grant
if they are facing economic
hardships due to the earthquake.
The award, of up to $2,000,
will be given by the Institute
of
International
Education
to both undergraduate and
graduate students.
According to IIE, there
are more than 850 international
Haitian students in the country,
and according to the Office of

“I had to drop my
classes Jan. 13 to
avoid being charged.
I lost my on-campus
job and I’m not
enrolled for classes
now. I have less than
20 credits left
to graduate.”
- Joseph Gousse
International Admissions, NSU
is home to nine of that total.
“The people that are here
were affected, in a way, if they
had family there, but if the funds
are for international students,
then that’s nice,” said Jenice
Torres, junior biology major.
Students cannot apply for
the grant themselves; school
advisers or other campus officials
must nominate them through
IIE’s Web site. In order to be
eligible, students must be Haitian
citizens — U.S. legal residents

3

are not eligible — of good
academic standing, must have
been enrolled in a university on
Jan. 1 and must demonstrate that
they were affected financially by
the earthquake.
A press release from
IIE quoted Allan Goodman,
president and chief operating
officer, “By providing emergency
assistance to students from Haiti
in the U.S., whose families are
suffering so severely back home,
our goal is to alleviate immediate
financial burdens and provide a
measure of security during these
tragic times.”
To fund the grant, IIE’s
board of trustees has taken money
from its capital and donations
from
several
foundations,
but they are also accepting
private donations.
While the first round of
nominations ended on Feb. 12, a
second round will be conducted
at the end of the month if
funds remain.
To find out more or to
nominate a student, visit www.
iie.org/HaitiEAS.
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NSU Alumnus and
“Dr. 90210”
Will Kirby Returns
to Speak to Students

Photo by A. Cazacu

AMANDA CAZACU
CURRENT AFFAIRS EDITOR

“Dr. 90210’s” Will Kirby
spoke at NSU’s Rose and Alfred
Miniaci Performing Arts Center
last Tuesday to a crowd full of
students. Kirby graduated with
a medical degree from NSU‘s
College of Osteopathic Medicine,
in 2000, and has returned to tell
current students to not get caught
up in mundane routines,   not be
afraid of what the future holds
and   to remember that “there is
a light at the end of the tunnel.”
Dr. Kirby was more than eager to
share his personal experiences as
a doctor, entrepreneur and reality
television personality to a room
full of open ears.
Many students in attendance

were medical students, eager
to “learn how he got to where
he is now,” said Nadir Bhajan,
senior biology major. Bhajan was
excited to hear Kirby because
“He was also a medical student
once upon a time.” Other students
were in attendance just for mere
curiosity such as Janae Deveaux,
a second year graduate student of
public administration. Although
Deveaux is not in the medical
program, she still hoped to be
inspired by Kirby’s success and
develop a “plan for how I can do
the same thing.”
Kirby joked and told stories
as he spoke of his experiences at
his former school.
Kirby, like many students
now, was unsure of what to do
with his life but knew he always

www.nsucurrent.com

had a propensity for science.
After deciding to go into medical
school and after completing it, he
reached another crossroad in his
life. Kirby was chosen to be on
the show “Big Brother” where
the name “Dr. Evil” derived from.
After a short taste of fame, Kirby
decided he wanted to continue
his studies in the medical field
and pursued dermatology. During
his residency, E! Networks
approached him to appear on
“Dr. 90210.” Since then, multiple
people from around the country
have visited Kirby because of all
the hype the show has received.
He told the audience that he is just
as good as the next doctor, “Just
because I was on a television
show doesn’t make me the best
dermatologist around.”
He ended on a grateful note
and advice to keep in touch with
the relationships that are built
here at NSU, because you never
know where they will take you.
“During the week of midterms, Kirby’s speech was that
extra oomph we all needed
to get through our exams
and motivate us to do well,”
said Jessica Sabau, senior
biology major.
The night ended with an
array of questions from students
and answers from Kirby on his
fame, practice and advice. As
the discussion went overtime,
students were trying to learn
as much as possible from
Kirby, NSU’s very own all-star
alumnus.

Instead of Latin Honors,
NSU Gives Distinction
KEREN MOROS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Although the word “nova”
comes from a Latin word, NSU
does not award undergraduate
students Latin honors upon
graduation. In some universities,
undergraduate students with a
high grade point average are
given the following Latin honors
when they graduate: cum laude
(honor), magna cum laude
(high honor) and summa cum
laude (highest honor). However,
each university determines the
minimum GPA required for each
honor, and the schools within
these universities can also have
their own GPA requirements.
For example, the University
of Florida gives graduating
accounting majors the distinction
of cum laude if their GPA is at
least 3.2, magna cum laude if it
is at least 3.6 and summa cum
laude if it is at least 3.8. To be
eligible for magna cum laude
and summa cum laude, students
must also complete a thesis or
additional work.
NSU awards bachelor’s

degrees with distinction when a
student has completed at least 54
credits at the university and has a
GPA of 3.8 or higher. According
to the fall 2009 Undergraduate
Student Catalog, “a notation will
be added to the student’s diploma
and official transcript,” if he or
she graduates with distinction.
Don Rosenblum, Ph.D.,
dean of the Farquhar College of
Arts and Sciences, said that this
practice “serves our university
very well.” He added, “It’s
acknowledgement that someone
who does that well should be
recognized for it.”
Sabari Nair, freshman
biology major, said that NSU
should give Latin honors, but
thought that not having them
would not hurt his future. “I think
the number speaks for itself.
Everyone knows what a solid
GPA is. [The Latin honors are]
just an added distinction that,
you know, is nice to have. You
deserved it. You worked hard for
it, so I think it would be nice to
see it on there, but I don’t think it
would hurt [students].”
Ludnie Jacques, junior

Courtesy of www.edwinrhodes.groupfusion.net

biology major, said that she
would not care if she did not have
Latin honors. “I just think it’s the
GPA that matters . . . in numbers
or letters, it doesn’t matter
to me.”
Rosenblum explained that

“setting a single GPA threshold”
is better for NSU than awarding
Latin honors. “We’ve simply
grouped [the distinctions] together.” He noted that about half
of the institutions that use Latin
honors use a percentage. “I don’t

want students to be resentful of
their classmates. Why would we
want to make somebody feel less
good about something
that’s outstanding?”
Rosenblum said that the
possibility of awarding Latin
honors has been discussed
informally, but that he believes
that the current system works
for NSU. “I don’t think there’s a
high demand or need [to award
Latin honors]. I think if there was
ever a sense that not having Latin
honors was hurting the students
or the institution, we would
consider it very strongly.”
Rosenblum said that he
would welcome students’ thoughts
on Latin honors. “If a student said,
‘This is how it’s hurting me,’ that
would be important information.”
He added, “The important thing
is that the university recognizes
academic achievement whether
the distinction is in Latin
or English.”

Current Affairs
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Dating 101 with David Coleman
VERONICA ISISDRON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

There are many books to
be read, movies to be seen,
lectures to attend, and workshops
to participate in that would help
you gather information on dating.
Even with so many resources,
people continue to be perplexed
and struggle with the rules and
exceptions of the dating game.
Students joined together to grasp
some insight into the world of
relationships from the dating
doctor, David Coleman.
“I came to hear the dating
doctor because it’s almost time
for Valentine’s Day and wanted
to see if I could learn something
new,” commented Rafael De
La Rosa, senior finance major.
Since Valentine’s Day was two
days away, Coleman told guys to
give their significant others their
gift on February 13th, instead of
February 14th. Not only would
this show the woman in their life
that they are too special to have to
wait, but it would also give guys
twenty four hours to buy a new
gift if their partner’s response
was not what they hoped for.
One of the biggest social
mistakes men make with women
is that they ask too many factual
questions. Coleman feels that
the way to get to a woman’s
heart is by asking an emotionally
based question. This provides
the opportunity for her to
discuss something essential and
important.   On the other hand,
a common mistake that women
make is “chipping away” at a
guy until they eventually become
a male version of themselves.
Later women tend to get bored
with these men and soon begin to
look for Mr. Next.
Dating must start at the
individual level before it moves
into a partnership. “If you doubt
yourself, you’re already out
numbered,” said Coleman. It’s

Courtesy of www.edwinrhodes.groupfusion.net

David Coleman, the dating doctor, discusses the essentials of attraction. “If you doubt yourself… you’re already out numbered!”

important to be positive in order
to attract positive things into
your life. If you wouldn’t date
yourself, chances are nobody
else will. Coleman advises his
clients to date themselves for a
month and learn to enjoy their
own company before attempting
to make an addition to their unit.
Coleman’s goal is to
help people find and meet their
“hmmm’s” by providing the
knowledge and strategies to
build relationships. Who is the
“hmmm,” The “hmmm” is that
particular person who grabs your
attention and “stops you dead in
your tracks.” Once you find your
“hmmm,” you must find a way
to meet this person. Coleman
says you must become the “fat
penguin.” This has no reflection
on physical appearance, but
instead on your attitude. “Fat
penguins break the ice.” If you
don’t try, then you’ll never
know. Since second chances are
not always granted, Coleman
attempts to provide the required
understanding for success.
“Every single day you fail

to let another person know that
you’re interested in them in some
way, it gives them a day to meet
someone else romantically and
not know you that way,” Coleman
expressed. Whether at the grocery store, at the mechanics,
or at school, opportunities will
come up where you can initiate
conversation with that particular
person. To avoid regret in the
future, it is imperative to make
use of the opportunities that are
presented. It can be hard to tell
if the other person reciprocates
your attraction, and the fear of
rejection often prevents many
from trying.
Coleman provided women
with six subtle signs that every
man gives off that he is interested.  
There are also six signs that men
should note which indicate women are interested. Once the
courting has produced positive
results and the relationship begins,
there are three ways to keep a
man and a woman happy.
Being that men and women
are often quite different from one
another, not one item on each list

is the same for the other.   One
of the things a man should do to
keep women happy is to learn
to treat her differently than any
other women he interacts with.
“Men who are hungry tend to
be angry.” Coleman’s number
two on the list. “Keep a man
well fed!”
About halfway through the
presentation, Coleman took a
five-minute break to answer some
questions from the audience.
Students asked questions that
were currently affecting their
lives. Coleman did not sugar coat
his answers. A student asked for
the solution to getting over an ex.
“Time and distance,” answered
Coleman. “There has to be
no calling, texting, emailing,
instant messaging, Facebook or
Myspace, or any kind of contact
with that person.” The initial
period is the hardest, but with
time and lack of communication,
it will get easier? Debate is raised
whether ex’s can be friends or if
that scenario is just not possible.
As long as both individuals are
not physically attracted to each

President Hanbury.”
The tailgating party was
meant for the women’s and
men’s basketball games that were
held in the Don Taft University
Center.
It may have been cold
outside the UC but inside the arena
the atmosphere was really starting
to heat up as both the women’s
and men’s basketball teams
played host to bitter rivals Lynn
University. The back-to-back
homecoming sporting event saw
the Sharks go up against the
Fighting Knights of Lynn, who
over the years have become
NSU’s greatest and most hated
adversary.
The homecoming tailgate
event was deemed a success by
many inside the arena, “I think
we got a lot of people coming out
who wouldn’t normally attend,
it’s a great chance for the rest
of the population on campus to
see what exactly goes on at an

athletic event,” described Adam
Tsakonas, marketing coordinator
for NSU athletics.
Brad Williams, dean of
Student Affairs also enjoyed the
atmosphere inside the arena “I
think it’s great, I think we are
building and that’s important and
we always want to see more but I
think this is great tonight.”
Junior and accounting
major, Bernard Pierre believed
the event was “very good, on a
normal basis this is definitely one
of the better nights, there is a lot
of people here and they are yelling
and cheering for their team and I
think that’s a good thing to see.”
Despite battling hard,
the women’s basketball team
struggled in the second half as
they succumbed to a determined
Lynn team by a score of 5042. It was heartbreak for the
men as they were defeated
by a last gasp lay up after
surrounding possession as they

went down 76-74.
Regardless of the defeats
the atmosphere was electric inside
the UC as the finatics really got
behind their basketball teams.
In the women’s game
neither team could be separated in
the first half as the lead changed
hands on six different occasions.
With 14 seconds remaining
in the first half a jumper from
sophomore Jada Buckner gave
the Sharks a 20-19 lead.
The lead quickly changed
hands early in the second half.
The Sharks battled valiantly and
got to within three points on
two separate occasions but the
Fighting Knights held on for a
crucial victory.
In the men’s game the teams
could not be separated for much
of the game with no more than
six points separating the sides
in the second half. The Sharks
dominated offensively in the first
period as they led by as many as

other, romantically interested, or
jealous by what the other person
says or does, then a friendship
can occur. Both individuals must
share the same feelings, or there
is no way a friendship can occur.
Coleman explained that
women are aroused mostly from
touch, smelling, and hearing.
Coleman asked the women in
the audience if they knew what
cologne they liked on a man.
Names of colognes were shouted
from all around the room. Then,
the men were asked if any of
them did not wear cologne. The
men who raised their hands were
urged to wear some.  Men on the
other hand, tend to be more visual
than women.  Chances are that if a
woman looks attractive, that man
is at least initially interested.
“The advice and information was great because it
helped me to see what to look
for in a relationship and could
help anyone in college avoid
unhealthy relationships,” commented
Whitney
Brown,
graduate student affairs major,
on Coleman’s presentation.
Aside from students who were
not currently in a relationship,
there were also some couples
that went to hear Coleman speak.
Freshmen
business
majors,
Michael Straus and Janae PoppaDeis, also a couple, felt that
“The dating doctor was so funny
and insightful. His advice and
wisdom can reach anyone, even
people already in a relationship
like us. We totally recommend
seeing him.”
More insight and information on dating can be found
on David Coleman’s website at
www.datingdoctor.com.

TAILGATING from 1

masters in management information systems, who waited in line
to get a caricature of himself,
“This is a cool event. Mad respect
to NSU for putting this on.”
“I’m a new student in the
business school and I am just
checking out what it’s all about,”
said Enrique Zamudio, masters
in finance.
The tailgating party is an
initiative that Chancellor Ferrero
started four years ago as an
addition to Homecoming week
when he was the university’s
president.
Jennifer
Ramos,
direc-tor of special events and
projects, commented on the
reason why the event was still
attached to Chancellor Ferrero’s
name; “...because Chancellor
Ferrero is still here [at NSU]
we kept the name ‘Chancellor
Ferrero’s Tailgating Party’. The
Chancellor still has about a year
and some left at the university.
Next year we will name it after

13 en route to a slender 41-39
lead at the interval.
The score remained close
throughout the second half. The
Sharks tied the game at 74-74
courtesy of a three-pointer from
Junior John Brooks and when
NSU drew the charge on the
subsequent defensive play they
had 3.4 seconds to execute on
offense. However, heartbreak for
the Sharks, as the inbound pass
was turned over and Lynn was
gifted an easy basket to clinch the
game at the death.  
Both the men and the
women will return to action as
they take on another fierce rival
in Barry University at the UC in
their next outing.
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Events Calendar
Feb. 16-22

02.16.10
Associate Professor to Explore Classic Film Compositions with
Relation to Good, Evil
12:00 p.m.- 1:00 p.m.

02.18.10
Life 101 with Elizabeth Edwards
7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Elizabeth Edwards will be the guest for the Life 101: Personally Speaking series.

The Farquhar College of Arts and Sciences will continue its winter 2010
Faculty Lecture Series with a presentation by Mark Cavanaugh, Ph.D.,
associate professor in the college’s Division of Social and Behavioral
Sciences, titled “Representations of Evil in the Cinema: The Film Music of
Bernard Herrmann.”
Parker Building, Room 240 | Jim Doan at (954) 262-8207 or visit www.fcas.
nova.edu/articles/fls

02.16.10
Financial Aid Information Session
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Rose and Alfred Miniaci Performing Arts Center |
www.nova.edu/life101/index.html or (954) 262-7283

02.19.10
Dessert & Diversity Dialogue, “The ‘N’ Word: What’s In a Name?”
12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
A stimulating discussion of the “N” word, how it is used and portrayed in society.
With its extensive use in contemporary hip hop and rap music genres, does the
word still incite and offend? Light snacks and beverages will be served.
Carl DeSantis Building, Knight Auditorium | 954-262-7293

Get a head start on your financial aid for the 2010-2011 academic year!
This session will provide answers to your questions about filing the
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and the financial
aid process.

02.19.10
Volunteer to help Haiti!
1:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

HPD Cafeteria | Eva Goldstein at 954-262-7454 or goldeva@nsu.nova.edu

Help deliver, sort and package donated items to Haiti. Please meet at the
Shark Fountain before scheduled time, limited transportation provided.

02.16.10
Test Preparation Workshop
12:10 p.m. – 12:50 p.m.
This workshop will help you gain confidence and assurance in your testtaking abilities. You will explore test-taking strategies that include how to
approach different types of tests and the actual test-taking process.
Rosenthal Student Center, Room 200 | Dr. Dalis Dominguez at
dalis@nova.edu or (954)262-8485

02.16.10
Evening with Gary Monroe (Author of book “On the Florida
Highwaymen”)
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Gary Monroe is the author of several books on the Florida Highwaymen,
including The Highwaymen: Florida’s African American Artists. His talk
will give the back-story and look at the artists’ unique aesthetic. He will
examine the misconception that their paintings were composite practices
with any number of painters contributing to each piece, when in fact each
painted their own paintings and each had a style unlike the others.
Alvin Sherman Library Gallery, 2nd Floor | Chetachi Egwu at 954-262-8073
or egwu@nsu.nova.edu

02.17.10
Business Career Fair
11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
The Business Career Fair sponsored by the Office of Career Development
will feature employers hiring for positions in marketing, accounting,
finance, and more. Professional attire is required. All students and public
are welcome.
Carl DeSantis Building Atrium | Fayona Salmon at 954-262-7252

Haiti Relief Warehouse, Miami | volunteer@nova.edu or 954.262.7297

02.19.10
Common Ground Film Festival: “Can you hear me?”
6:00 p.m.
The film explores in depth the role of Israeli and Palestinian women in
peace activists dealing with one of the world’s oldest conflicts. There
is bonding; there is friction; there are differences of opinion. But these
women keep on trying to hear each other and do not give up their work
for peace.
Carl DeSantis Building, Knight Auditorium

02.19.10 – 02.21.10
Ruthless! The Musical
Times may vary
Eight-year-old Tina Denmark knows she was born to play Pippi
Longstocking, and she will do anything to win the part in her school
musical — even if that includes murdering the leading lady! This
aggressively outrageous musical hit garnered rave reviews during its long
Off-Broadway run, which opened with Britney Spears in the title role.
Please reserve seats ahead of time at 954.262.8179.
Performance Theatre in the Don Taft University Center | www.fcas.nova.
edu/performingarts

02.21.10
African American Literature Read-In
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Join neighbors and friends as we read works from African American authors
and celebrate their literary contributions. Select a work of your choice and
read a 3-5 minute passage from your favorite author to the group.
Alvin Sherman Library | 954.262.5477

02.18.10
Internship Information Session: Hispanic Association of Colleges and
Universities (HACU) National Internship Program
5 p.m. – 6 p.m.

02.22.10
Common Ground Film Festival: New Year Baby
6:00 p.m.

PAID internship opportunities within the federal government and public sectors
available for all majors. RSVP on CAREERShark at www.nova.edu/careershark.

This is a story of Socheata, a Cambodian refugee who grew up in the
United States, and her journey to Cambodia to discover the secrets of how
her family came together during the Khmer Rouge period.

Carl DeSantis Building, Knight Auditorium | 954.262.7201 or career@nova.edu

Carl DeSantis Building, Knight Auditorium
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Photo by A. Rodriguez

Members of the Society of Physics Students pose with their adviser Victor Castro, Ph.D.
after they won first place and $1,000.

Photo by A. Rodriguez

Students row hard to complete the first round of the day. The top three teams of the first and second round competed for the grand
prize in a final round.

ANNARELY RODRIGUEZ
NEWS EDITOR

The annual “Anything that
Floats” raft race took place last
week in the Gold Circle Lake.
Clubs and organizations built
rafts and raced them across the
lake for a chance to win $1, 000.
“I sunk last year. It was
gross but it was fun,” said Victoria
Lafferty, senior psychology major and member of “Feel the
Goodwin.” “[This year,] I expect
us to win.”
However, only one of the
22 teams would be able to win
the cash for their organization. As
the first round started, boats were
pushed into the water and energy
levels rose.
The first boat to sink
belonged to the “Packet Team,”
whose members were going to

donate the money to athletic
training. The team did not give
up easily, though. They tried
multiple times to get on the boat
and make it to the starting line
without tipping the boat over.
“While some things change,
others stay the same. One thing
that has stayed the same is that
some boats make it and others
sink. If you visited our campus
today, you would realize that
we do not have an engineering
major,” said Brad Williams,
Ed. D., dean of Student Affairs.
“But it is a great way to promote
Shark spirit.”
Students rowed and yelled
instructions to the other members
as their friends cheered them
on. Organization members on
the sidelines held signs and
rooted their fellow members in
the boats.

Finally, the three finalists
from the first round and the
three finalists from the second
round competed for the grand
prize. Team “Chaos,” manned
by members of the Society of
Physics Students, received first
place. One of its members was
so excited he jumped in the lake
after the win.
“We had a few problems at
the beginning but we distributed
the weight better and put water
inside the boat to make it sink a
little,” said Gan Golshteyn, senior
biology major and president of
the SPS.
When asked what it took
to build the boat, Golshteyn
said, “A lot of ingenuity and
creativity. This was physics at its
finest. We worked out the math.
We knew that our initial speed
would be zero, the buoyancy

Photo by A. Rodriguez

Members of the “Packet Team” try to board their raft for the second time. Although
they kept falling the “Packet Team” tried multiple times to get on board.

and distributed our weights. We
wanted to find out how deep the
lake was but we couldn’t so we
had the sharp bottom.”
Golshteyn said the money
will go toward the newly-found
club because the competing
members are all seniors and they
want to leave in a good note.
“It was one of the best I
have seen in the past few years,”

said Williams. “There were
more students than back when
we started, more boats, better
boats, more enthusiasm and
more energy.”

Nova Southeastern University College of Osteopathic Medicine
MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAM

Earn Your Master’s Degree in Public Health
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Take classes offered in convenient and innovative formats
Choose from online or onsite options, or online spanish language options
Learn from dedicated and distinguished faculty
Build critical thinking and leadership skills in public health
Acquire skills in public health program planning, implementation, and evaluation
Gain field-based experiences in public health
Study in an interdisciplinary, cutting-edge educational environment with students and professionals
from other health profession disciplines

ALSO AVAILABLE: • Graduate Certificate in Public Health • Graduate Certificate in Health Education
The Master of Public Health (M.P.H.) Program is accredited
by the Council on Education for Public Health.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

(954) 262-1113 or toll free
800-541-6682, ext. 21113

Email: crobledo@nsu.nova.edu
Also visit our Web site at www.nova.edu/ph
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COMMUNITYFEST from 1

but she could not because of the
weather, but a volunteer named
Craig offered his assistance on his
day off because he “couldn’t let
us down,” marking the beginning

of a weekend full of unification.
Students like Reena Parik,
sophomore biology major and
Cheryl Lafong, senior biology
major enjoyed the diversification

CommunityFest brought to all
those in attendance. With bounce
houses, rock climbing walls, and
a massive shark slide, children
had a field day. For parents, it was

a chance to escape their mundane
work schedules and enjoy a
day with their families.
“This event showed the
spirit of NSU where a college

Photo by L. Aurigemma

Photo by L. Aurigemma

Kenyarda Scott, Lesa Phillips, and Dean Brad Williams enjoy the fun and games at CommunityFest.

Students work diligently to set up their booths for the day’s festivities.

Photo by L. Aurigemma

Photo by L. Aurigemma

Everyone could enjoy a leisurely boat ride around Gold Circle Lake.

Photo by L. Aurigemma

Children were able to decorate cookies at one organization’s booth.

experience is in the student’s
hands, since this event was
created by a student for students,”
statedjunior criminal justice
major, Japheth Pizarro.

People lined up to try and hit the target at the dunk tank.

Photo by L. Aurigemma

Children enjoyed the Euro-bungee throughout the day.

Photo by L. Aurigemma

Pedro Saliva is relieved when the ball misses the target at the dunk tank.

www.nsucurrent.com
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Photo by L. Aurigemma

Razor was able to make it all the way to the top of the rock climbing wall.
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Photo by L. Aurigemma

“Libido” belted out melodies such as Michael Jackson’s “Rock With You.”
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Women’s Basketball Gets
a Much Needed Win
JUAN GALLO
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

Courtesy of Sports Information

Abbie Tepe sunk the crucial basket for the Sharks in their last-gasp victory

Tough Loss for
Men’s Basketball
on the Road
JUAN GALLO

After dropping six games
in a row, the NSU women’s
basketball team was able to sneak
away with a 54-53 win over
Eckerd on Feb. 6.
With five seconds left to
play, junior Abbie Tepe was able
to convert from behind the threepoint line to give the Sharks the
go-ahead score.
The Sharks trailed throughout the first half having to keep
up with an Eckerd team that shot
52.2 percent from the field. The
half ended with a score of 29-27,
with Eckerd leading.
The Sharks dominated in the
paint in the second half with the
majority of their scoring coming
from their inside players. Senior
LaShawnna Edwards, Sophomore
Erin Zampell, and Freshman
Rheisa Burke combined to score
21 of the Sharks 27 secondhalf points.
Tepe hit two critical foul
shouts with just over a minute
left in the game to put the
Sharks up by 1. The Tritons
retaliated converting on two foul
shots of their own to snatch the
lead back.  
After a timeout, the Sharks
came out and made the most of the
remaining minutes as by sinking
a three pointer to claim the game.
With the win the women bring
their record to 10-12 overall and
3-8 in the conference.

www.nsucurrent.com

Men’s Golf
Claims Victory in
Tournament Opener

Courtesy of Sports Information

CRAIG HEENIGHAN
SPORTS EDITOR

The NSU men’s golf team
got their season off by claiming
the title at the Golfweek Spring
Invitational on Feb. 9.
In addition to an optimal
team performance the Sharks
also registered four players
amongst the top 20 individuals at
the tournament.
The Sharks came from
behind to lead heading into the
final days play with a combined
team score of 14 over par, two
ahead of the University of West
Florida with arch rival Lynn
University languishing 14 shots
behind in fifth place.
The Sharks were led by
Sophomore Ben Vertz who

carded a three over par (219) to
finish in ninth place individually
overall. Senior Byron White
was second for the Sharks after
a four over par (220) finish to
the week, claiming tenth place
overall. Juniors Jack Bartlett and
Bobby Bode both claimed top
20 finishes after carding scores
of 15 over par (222) and 18 over
par (223) respectively. Junior
Michael Moore rounded out the
Sharks line up with a 29 placed
finish and a score of 11 over
par (227).
The Sharks will be hoping
to keep the momentum going as
they travel to Florida Southern
to take part in the Matlock
Invitational in their next outing.

Women’s Softball
Off to an
Impressive Start

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

CRAIG HEENIGHAN
The Eckerd Tritons came
out firing on all cylinders in
their defeat of the NSU men’s
basketball team on Jan, 30.
The Tritons shot a 70.4
percent from the field and
made 19-of-27 shots to pull
away to a 58-30 lead at the half
time interval.
In the second half the Sharks
fought back fiercely to close the
gap to 17 points. Unfortunately,
a tough Eckerd team proved that
their offense was too strong as
the Sharks saw them pull away
once again to a 28-point lead.
The Sharks showed some
tenacity mounting an 11-1 run
that ended with a three point play
by Freshman Luke Roesch with
7:04 left in the game. Later on,
with just under 5 minutes left
to play the Sharks shortened the
Tritons lead to 15 points behind
a three pointer by Sophomore
Teddy Tassy. Tassy had a a teamhigh 15 points.
In the final 2:12 of the

SPORTS EDITOR

Courtesy of Sports Information

Teddy Tassy paced the Sharks in their
defeat to Eckerd with a game high fifteen
points.

game, the Sharks made another
run outscoring the Tritons 10-2.
However, this was not enough to
pull ahead and the Sharks ended
up losing a tough battle.
Poor shooting was the
Achilles heel for the Sharks who
were only able to convert 47.1
percent from the field with only
24-of-51 shots made. The loss
brings the Sharks overall record
to 12-9 and 5-6 in the Sunshine
State Conference.  

St.Thomas (Game 1)
NSU women’s softball
exploded out of the traps as they
clinched their season opener over
the St.Thomas Bobcats by a score
of 10-1 on Feb. 9.
The Sharks, who were
recently voted first in Sunshine
State Conference pre season
poll, got on the board early as
they notched two runs in the
opening inning courtesy of a two
run double from Senior Brittney
Lamb. The Sharks added another
run in the third inning and seven in
which included the fourth inning
Lamb, Senior Patty Rivero and
Hunior Brittany Phillips. Junior
pitcher Dani Caron looked solid
on the mound striking out two
Bobcat batters in the fifth inning
before the game was called. The
Sharks claimed victory by an
impressive nine runs.

St. Thomas (Game 2)
In the second game of the
doubleheader it was again NSU
who came out on top by a slightly
closer margin of 8-2.
The game remained scoreless in the opening two innings
until the Sharks’ four runs with
a double from Junior Rachel
Talenfeld and a single from
Senior Jessica Hernandez which
brought home two runners. Just
an inning later the Sharks notched
up three more runs thanks to a
home run from Senior Lauren
Lopez and added a further run
in the sixth inning. Junior Devin
Higginbotham made her Sharks
debut on the mound after her
injury hit season last time out.
NSU will be looking for
more of the same as they head to
Pensacola for a six-game weekend series, two against North
Alabama, two against AlabamaHuntsville and two against
West Florida.

Courtesy of Sports Information

Lauren Lopez hit a home run for the
Sharks in their second game against
St.Thomas.
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Women’s Tennis Blows St.
Thomas off the Court
CRAIG HEENIGHAN
SPORTS EDITOR

The NSU women’s tennis
team kicked off their season
in fine style with a crushing 81 victory over St. Thomas on
Feb. 7.
The women looked ruthless
on what was a landmark day for
the Sharks as it was the first time
NSU had competed at the NSU
Tennis Center at Rolling Hills.
Doubles was played first
and the Sharks swept the board as
they clinched all three matches. In
the number one slot Sophomore
Justine Feaster and Junior Daria
Egorova claimed a nail biting
encounter by a score of 9-7. The
doubles’ matches in the number
two and three slots were more
convincing as the Sharks claimed
victory in both by a score of 81. Seniors Karolina Poritzkova
and Elisa Leeder claimed the win
in the number two slot whilst
Senior Mary Crider and Junior
Paige Lindsley got the job done
at number three.
The Sharks looked strong

Courtesy of Sports Information

Justine Feaster looked solid in her doubles victory.

in the singles also winning five
of the six slots. Porizkova won in
the number two slot 6-2, 6-0 and
Leeder won in the number three
slot 6-2, 6-1. The victories kept on
coming for the Sharks as Crider

coasted to a 6-2, 6-0 victory
at number four and Lindsley
also won comfortably 6-2, 6-0.
Freshman Blake Bauer kicked
off her collegiate career with a 64, 6-2 success in the number six

slot. The Sharks’ only loss of the
day came in the number one spot
as Egorova went down in straight
sets 0-6, 4-6.
The Sharks head into the
next match, against Tampa in

the opening Sunshine State
Conference match up, full of
confidence.

NSU Baseball Splits
the Week 2-2
CRAIG HEENIGHAN
SPORTS EDITOR

The NSU men’s baseball
team bounced back from their
opening game defeat to crush
Newberry by a score of 17-3
on Feb. 5. The victory was the
Sharks’ first of the season as they
avenged the defeat they suffered
at the hands of Newberry in the
opening game.
Ironically, it was Newberry
who led in the early exchanges
scoring the first run of the game in
the opening inning. Losing 3-2 in
the bottom of the fifth inning, the
Sharks suddenly came to life and
snatched the lead scoring seven
times off of seven hits. The Sharks
were unstoppable thereafter as
they added another three runs in
the bottom of the sixth inning,
two of which coming courtesy of
a home run from Senior outfielder
Brayan Valencia. To add insult
to injury the Sharks tagged on
a further five runs in the bottom
of the seventh before the game
was called.
Delta State (Game 1)
In the first of a two-game
doubleheader, the Sharks fell
to Delta State with a score

of 4-3 on Feb. 6.
The encounter was a
stalemate through the opening
two innings until Delta State took
the lead in the top of the third
inning scoring three runs, one
from a home run and two from
an RBI triple. The Sharks had
to wait two more innings before
they could get on the board as
they scored three runs to tie the
game courtesy of an RBI triple
and an RBI single. Delta State
clinched the winning run courtesy
of a home run in the top of the
seventh inning.
Seniors Eric McCans and
Rhys Roberts each scored two
hits in the game for the Sharks.  
Delta State (Game 2)
The Sharks were defeated
in the second game of the
doubleheader as Delta State went
on to clinch a 2-0 series sweep by
a score of 11-4.
Both sides got out to solid
starts as each scored in the first
inning as the game was tied at
1-1. However, it was Delta State
who opened up a lead in the top
of the second inning scoring three
runs off NSU starting pitcher
junior Nick Avila. The Delta State
express continued to progress as
they added a further four runs in

Courtesy of Sports Information

NSU baseball finishes the week strong with a hard fought victory over neighbors
St.Thomas.

the top of the third inning to open
up a substantial 8-1 lead. In true
Sharks style, NSU fought back as
they reduced the deficit to just five
courtesy of two runs in the bottom
of the third inning. The Sharks
further reduced the deficit after
scoring another run in the bottom
of the fifth inning; however this
proved to be short lived as Delta
cemented the victory with three
runs in the top of the sixth to
claim the game 11-4.

St. Thomas
The Sharks responded to
back-to-back defeats in fine style
as the secured a hard fought
victory over local neighbors
St. Thomas by a score of 10-9
on Feb. 9.
The game exploded in the
opening inning as St. Thomas
racked up four runs in the top
of the first. However, the Sharks
matched the Bobcats swing for
swing as they too garnered four

runs in the first, three of which
came from a home run courtesy
of Junior Dusty Maggs. The
Sharks took the lead outright in
the bottom of the third inning
from a RBI groundout.
The Bobcats stormed back
into the lead in the top of the fifth
inning scoring three runs to take
the lead 7-5. In a case of déjà
vu the Sharks responded almost
immediately again matching their
rivals shot for shot, scoring three
runs in the bottom of the sixth
inning. St.Thomas looked to be
taking control of proceedings
when they tied the game in the
top of the seventh and then added
another run in the top of the ninth
to take the lead 9-8. In the bottom
of the ninth and staring defeat in
the face the Sharks hit a home run
courtesy of Junior Luis Penate to
tie the game and just moment’s
later Freshman Alex Marrero
pinch hit to secure the victory for
the Sharks.
The Sharks will take on
Flagler in a three game series on
the road.
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Let’s Go
to Hookah!
PERRY UWANAWICH
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Belly dancers, Spanish
guitars and Moroccan themed
décor often add to the appeal
of the increasingly trendy
hookah bars scattered around
South Florida.
“I am not into hookahs but
breathe in the culture,” said Lisa
Vignola, junior business
administration and marketing major. “It’s not
just a fad or a hang-out, it’s an
experience and adds a mood and
tone of a different culture
and lifestyle.”
When one thinks of
a hookah, the image of a
caterpillar smoking atop a
mushroom in “Alice in
Wonderland” comes to mind,
but “tobacciana” has transformed this water pipe into
to the beloved pastime
it is today. Social
smoking at lounges
and
hookah
bars gathers
patrons
for
conversation
over hookah and
coffee, tea or  
other drinks.
Hookahs are
glass or brass pipes
with hoses used to
smoke “nakila shisha,”
flavored tobacco mixed
with molasses and dried fruit.
The smoke is passed from a bowl

containing the
tobacco with a
hot coal atop it
through water, and
finally through the
hose where it is
breathed in by patrons.  

The effect is
said to be different
than cigarettes in that it is more
calming and soothing and less
addictive.   Hookahs, in history,
were used to smoke opium and
hashish, developed in Western
India and evolved, becoming
more intricate and aesthetically
appealing, as they passed through

NEWS EDITOR

Sometimes you just can’t
find what to do. You get online
and realize you have watched
the video of the woman on the
toilet too many times and need
something new. Here are five
Web sites to help you pass the
time… maybe too much time.
www.CollegeHumor.com
Well, you are in college
now which means you get to do
college things like staying up until
5 a.m. studying for a test, writing
15-page papers, and eating a
healthy diet of day-old pizza and
soda. But there are other things
you get to do now, like watch
CollegeHumor. The site does
have some content not appropriate
for all ages, but that is not what
makes it college-y. Founded in
1999, the site currently has a
staff of over 50 college students
who provide funny original and
streamed videos, articles, pictures
and all type of media in one

convenient site.
The site has become so
popular that two of its members,
Amir Blumendfeld and Streeter
Seidell, recently got a show on
MTV after a series of pranks
they played on one another got
recognition from the network.
“Prank Wars” started when
Streeter posted a video of Amir
singing Stacy’s mom…. actually,
I’m not going to tell you, you
have to watch all eight hilarious
and escalating pranks.
www.AcidCow.com
A trippy name is not the
only thing that makes this site
interesting. It is their pictures,
accompanying articles, and
videos that leave you in shock.
There is one major setback to
the site. While its content is quite
interesting its presentation is
cluttered. The home page is just
a series of articles and pictures
randomly uploaded with the
videos at the bottom of the page.
However, they do have tabs that
separate the main content into

One Republic
Has Your
Wake-Up Call
JUAN GALLO
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

Persia, Turkey and Middle Asia.
“I like hookah,” said Silvana
Fasce, junior finance major.
“The place I go to has a cute
atmosphere and décor, and they
have the dancers, which is cool. I
like it because it’s cozy and
you can have conversation.”   
F o r t
Lauderdale has
many places
to experience
hookah, such
as the Arabica
Café or Off the
Hookah restaurant
and night club. Each
hookah place offers its
own variety of cabanas,
belly dancers, go-go dancers and
some even have fire breathing
bartenders.
Ben Choi, junior biology
major, said, “I like the Arabica
Café because I like the relaxing
atmosphere and the good music
on the weekends.”
Whether students are looking for a cultural experience, a
night of drinking and dancing, or
a relaxing environment to hang
out with friends, hookah bars
seem like something students
enjoy and are becoming a new
past time for college students.

pictures, videos, celebs, and
other categories.

ANNARELY RODRIGUEZ
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www.StumpleUpon.com
I was introduced to this
Web site about two months ago
by someone else who works in
the newspaper and since then
my life has not been the same.
I purposely left this site for last
because it is just too awesome.
You have probably heard of this
site before but if you have not
this is what you are missing: the
entire Internet. Through www.
StumbleUpon.com you can see
what is interesting on the Web
with just the click of a button.
You do not need a subscription to the site but I recommend having one since you are
bound to find something so cool
you will want to “favorite” it and
look at it again and again. Having
an account also allows you to set
your preferences so that more
of the stuff you enjoy shows up
when you stumble. StumbleUpon
also separates your favorites per
category and occasionally sends
you a list of sites recommended
just for you. But keep in mind
that you do not need an account
to see what is awesome and
interesting on the Web, just to
filter it. Finally, I must say that
this site comes with a warning
for you are very likely to spend
hours stumbling upon a plethora
of content.

Writing a song is not easy.
Writing a “hit” song is even
harder. No one knows that better
than Ryan Tedder, lead singer of
the band One Republic. Tedder
has been making hits for years
now and shows no signs of
slowing down. As proof of this,
there is the band’s sophomore
album “Waking Up.”
One Republic made a name
for themselves when they teamed
up with mega-producer Timbaland
and released “Apologize” as
the first single off of their debut
album, “Dreaming Out Loud.”
“Apologize” went on to become
one of the best selling and charttopping single of the past decade.
It remained at number one on
the U.S. Top 40’s chart for five
months until it was dethroned by
Leona Lewis’ “Bleeding Love,”
which ironically, Tedder co-wrote
and produced.
This time around, Timbaland
is nowhere to be found, but I do
not think One Republic is too
concerned about that. One thing
is clear about the sound that
the band creates, and that is its
uniqueness. It can almost be said
that Tedder is the poster child for
music today. As a lyricist Tedder
is decent, but it is his abilities in
composing, producing and his
innovative sound that set him
apart from the rest.
“Waking Up” is a fantastic
album in that it allows this
incredibly talented band to
flex all of their muscle. For the
most part, their music is pretty
energetic, even in their slower
ballads. There is nothing typical
about their sound, and whether it
is the string accompaniment on
“Fear,” or the rolling snare drum
on “All This Time,” the songs are
beautifully arranged and made
great by the different elements
they use to create their sound.  
On this album, One
Republic carefully straddles the
line between pop and rock. On
the title track “Waking Up,” the
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band inhabits more of the rock
sound, but a U2-type rock. Then,
on songs like “Secrets,” they get
into more of the pop sound that
is reminiscent of songs Tedder
has written for other artists
like “Halo” for Beyonce or
“Battlefield” for Jordin Sparks.
As far as lyrics go, the
themes are pretty generic; love,
fame, loneliness, that sort of
thing. This is a plus when it
comes to some of the romantic
love songs that Tedder writes,
as their melodies are catchy and
easy for many people to relate
to. He   writes songs that are so
universal, even many female
recording artists can adapt them.
One Republic is a noteworthy band that is definitely
worth your attention. They
are making quality, modern
music that is driven by the
seemingly limitless talents of
this gifted, do-it-all musician and
lead-singer, Tedder.
While “Waking Up” is not
flawless, as tracks like “Everybody Loves Me” and “Good
Life” are easily forgettable, those
are painlessly overlooked and
blotted out by some really great
tracks, such as “All the Right
Moves” and “Marchin’ On.”
“Waking Up” is available
now for sale wherever music is
sold and it is definitely an album
that you want to invest some
money in.
Standout Tracks:
•  “All the Right Moves”
•  “Marchin’ On”
•  “Secrets”
•  “All This Time”

Get Into Sudoku
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
everydigit from one to nine inclusively.

1

Created by J. Calle
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Eric B. & Rakim

STEFANI RUBINO
MANAGING/OPINIONS EDITOR

For a second and for the
sake of this throwback, forget
what you already know about
hip hop. Forget about Kanye
West, Lil Wayne and Kid Cudi.
Even after 13 years and all the
advancements in the way hip-hop
artists make music, none of these
artists come close to the amount
of talent contained in Eric B.
& Rakim’s debut album “Paid
in Full.”
After graduating high school,
Eric Barrier swapped his trumpet
and drums for a set of turntables
and began DJ-ing events all over
his home borough, Queens, and
all throughout New York City.
During a chance meeting with
an NYC event promoter, Eric B.
met William Griffin (Rakim) at
Griffin’s home on Long Island.
The way Eric B. told the story
to All Hip Hop is that shortly
after arriving at Rakim’s house,
he borrowed some records from
Rakim’s older brother and went
to the basement to begin cutting
tracks. Eric B. picked up a copy
of Fonda Rae’s “Over Like A
Fat Rat” and said, “This is the
bass line I’m going to use for
the record” and Rakim laughed
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at him. Eric B.’s response, “Just
like you laughing now you going
to be laughing all the way to the
bank and be a millionaire one day
because of this record.”
That is exactly what happened. Following their first meet
up, Eric B. & Rakim quickly
recorded their first single, “Eric
B. is President” in 1985. It
instantly became a hip hop classic
as they became the first hip hop
artists to sample James Brown
in their music. Two years later,
after releasing a string of singles,
Eric B. & Rakim finally compiled
these singles and more on “Paid
In Full.”
Considered a seminal work
in hip hop, “Paid In Full”
showcases Eric B. & Rakim’s
completely unconventional approach to hip hop. First, there is
Eric B.’s vast knowledge of music
from all sorts of genres and his
ability to cut up samples and turn
them into perfect hip hop beats.
Then, there is Rakim’s free verse,
free form style lyrics, featuring
everything from alliteration
to internal rhyming, that have
garnered him comparisons to jazz
greats, such as Thelonious Monk,
and famous poets. Finally, it is the
combination of these tremendous
talents that makes “Paid In Full”

a true classic.
“I Ain’t No Joke,” the first
track on the short 10 track album,
opens the door for the whole
thing. Eric B.’s minimalist beats
serve as the perfect backdrop for
Rakim’s innovative and skillful
MC-ing. Though it is not the best
track on the album, “I Ain’t No
Joke” pulls you into Eric B. &
Rakim’s world, takes hold of you
and leaves you wanting more.
The best tracks on the
album — “My Melody,” “I Know
You Got Soul” and “Paid In Full”
— are the perfect combination of
Eric B.’s and Rakim’s different
talents, using them the way they
are supposed to be used. “My
Melody,” which is one of the
only tracks free of any samples at
all, sounds like an early-funk and
hip hop collaboration that is way
ahead of its time. On “I Know
You Got Soul,” Eric B. takes
the drum lines of old Brown hits
and puts them into a computer,
making them sound almost as
robotic as the electronic beats we
have become so accustomed to.
Stick that over some Jackson 5
samples and Rakim’s trademark
spitting style and you have one
body-moving track.
“Paid In Full,” the most
crowd-pleasing track on the
album, might refer to some
serious subject matter, hidden
well by Rakim’s lyrics, but it
is one of the most entertaining
tracks ever recorded in hip hop
history. As soon as this song
ends, you will immediately reach
for the “previous” button on
your iPod.
Chances are, most of the
people reading this article have
no idea how Eric B. & Rakim
changed the face of hip hop
forever, to make way for people
like West, Jay-Z and even Girl
Talk. Regardless, they deserve
all the attention, recognition and
listeners their successors have
received and so much more. Take
a chance on the enormous talent
contained within “Paid In Full,”
and see if you ever look at hip
hop the same again.
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The Top Five
Video Games
You Should
Be Playing
JUAN GALLO
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

Wii Fit Plus (Nintendo Wii):
Exercise has never been so much
fun before Wii Fit Plus. With
everything from the hula-hoop,
to an obstacle courses and yoga,
Wii Fit Plus unleashes the power
of fitness into your living room.
First, step on the Balance Board
and allow the game to determine
your Body Mass Index, your
weight, your balance and your
Wii Fit age. Then, let the sweat
start to pour as you choose any of
the exercises to begin your new
Wii Fit lifestyle.  

Super Mario Bros Wii (Nintendo
Wii): The Italian plumbers that
filled our youth with fun and
excitement are back in an all new
Wii adventure. If you thought
trying to save the princess and
defeating Bowser was fun before,
wait until you try doing it with
three friends at the same time.
You will either form or destroy
great friendships in this game
that allows four players to go
through the game simultaneously
and either help each other out or
throw each other off of a cliff,
into fire lakes and into oncoming
“bad guys.”

MAG (Playstation 3): When we
were younger we were satisfied
with just playing video games
in which we fought another
opponent, like in Mortal Kombat
or Street Fighter. That is certainly
not the case, anymore, and the
best example of that is MAG, a
massively multi-player online
first-person shooter game that
allows up to 256 players to battle
online at the same time. With
fully customizable characters and
a vast array of weapons and large
landscapes, MAG is a must play
for gamers.

BioShock 2 (Xbox360): The
sequel to the immensely popular
BioShock is finally seeing the
light of day this month. This
first-person shooter continues
one of the most original storylines gamers have seen in many
years.   Already received with
high-praise and critical acclaim,
fans of BioShock will definitely
be pleased with its successor.
Bayonetta (Xbox 360, Playstation 3): If it is action you
seek, then look no further. As
Bayonetta, a beautiful temptress
of a witch, you will engage in
both hand-to-hand and weapon
combats as you remove your foes
from your path on your search for
the truth. A decent enough storyline combined with amazing
visuals and terrific fights makes
Bayonetta a game you have
to play.
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Many May be Surprised
by “The Tooth Fairy”
CRAIG HEENIGHAN
SPORTS EDITOR

Despite its formulaic predictability, “The Tooth Fairy”
contains all the Disney charm
that audiences have become
accustomed to. Containing a
strong cast led by the always
worthwhile Dwayne “The Rock”
Johnson with supporting roles
by Julie Andrews, Ashley Judd,
Stephen Merchant and Billy
Crystal, “The Tooth Fairy”
contains enough laughs for a
spectrum of ages.
The movie follows the life
of Derek Thompson (Johnson)
who is a fallen star in the Hockey
world as he is forced to come
to terms with trading the big
leagues for the minors. Replacing
skill and talent with brute force,
Thompson has become a cult
figure in the minor leagues for
hitting his opponents so hard he
knocks their teeth out, earning
him the name “the tooth fairy.”
Soon life imitates art as his macho
honesty gets the better of him
and he tells his girlfriend’s (Judd)
daughter that there is no such
thing as the tooth fairy. Later that
night Thompson is summoned in
his sleep by the Lily (Andrews),
the fairy godmother and he is
whisked away to fairyland. For
his crime of telling a minor that
there is no such thing as the tooth
fairy, he is sentenced to a week as
a tooth fairy in which he has to
rediscover the magic and believe
once again.
Thompson is assisted along
the way by his case manager
Tracy (Merchant) as they try and
get the six foot four inch, 260
pound alpha male, to believe in
the tooth fairy. Whilst battling
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the trials and tribulations of fairy
land he is trying to be there for
his girlfriend, Carly, her two
children and reignite his ailing
Hockey career. Just as things
start to look on the brightside,
Thompson fails on a tooth fairy
mission, extending his time in
fairyland for an extra week, he
is embarrassed and benched at
Hockey and he takes its out on
Carly’s son, Randy. In the midst
of the argument Randy smashes
his guitar ahead of the big school
concert he and Thompson had
been preparing for and Carly
subsequently dumps him.
Cue the Rocky-like montage, as Thompson tries to regain his life, his career and the
woman he loves. In a twist of
fate Thompson is summoned on
a tooth fairy mission that requires
him to visit Carly’s house as her
daughter, Tess has lost her tooth.
Complete in baby blue tights,
Thompson arrives to save the
day as he makes Tess believe
in the fairy fantasy once again,  
presenting Randy with a new

guitar and making up with Carly.
The movie plays out to
Randy rocking out at his school
concert with Thompson saving
the day as the audience knew
he would all along, it is Disney
after all.
Johnson turns in a typically
consistent performance as the
new loveable face of Disney,
turning in another charming
and witty display as he cements
himself as a solid comedic
performer. Merchant is incredibly
funny as Jonson’s case manager
and somewhat steals the show
with his comedic timing and
one liners.
“The Tooth Fairy” is an
entertaining movie similar in
structure to so many before it
manufactured on the Disney
production line. An ideal kid’s
movie
supplemented
with
adequate adult laughs that keeps
the movie entertaining for all.
Don’t expect to see it come
Oscar night. However, a pleasant
surprise may wait in store if you
believe in “The Tooth Fairy.”
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BRIDGET FARRELL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

When first meeting Sink the
Ships’ frontman, Matt Rosa, one
might find him to be a seasoned
musician. You would be surprised
to find out that he only recently
has turned 17 and has had to deal
with the breakup of the original
members of Sink the Ships.
Since then, Rosa has
recruited two new members,
and written four songs, all in the
course of about three weeks.
Former
“merch
guy,”
Deyvid Crespo, met Rosa at a
Fireworks concert, where Rosa
convinced Crespo to learn how
to play bass (his first instrument)
and join the band.
Guitarist Carlos Martinez,
an older, more musically experienced friend of Crespo, joined
the band soon after. Still in need
of a drummer, the band plays on.  
Sink the Ships classifies
themselves as pop-punk and
experimental, but with “jagged
edges, like those special arts and
crafts scissors,” joked Crespo.
The band pulls influences
from a wide spectrum of artists,
including Polar Bear, Fireworks,
Four Year Strong and Say
Anything, just to name a few. One
of Rosa’s strongest influences is
Jack’s Mannequin.
“They’re the reason I started
playing music,” said Rosa.
Crespo said, “What really
sparks me up is Jesse Lacey from
Brand New.”
Martinez added, “I like
the Black Keys and Minus the
Bear.”
The original Sink the Ships
recently disbanded, leaving Rosa
to pick up the pieces.
“We’re still good friends,
but their hearts just weren’t in the
music,” Rosa said. “I got a bunch
of metal heads to play pop-punk,

and they just didn’t want to do it
anymore.”
The ups and downs of the
local music scene are things Sink
the Ships have had to contend
with early on and continue to
struggle with.
“Its tough, because people
belittle you, basically,” said
Rosa. “Sometimes, they think we
are just kids, and sometimes, they
give us mad props.”
The brand new song by Sink
the Ships, titled “Harrison Ford’s
Obsession with Doom” sends
out a strong message the band
really believes in, which actually
has nothing to do with Harrison
Ford. It’s about how Miami can
be tiresome, and the band wants
to visit new places and do new
things.
Rosa said he wants to go
back “to a place where music
meant something and wasn’t just
thrown around.” Crespo agreed
and said he’d like to go to a
place with a “different style of
music, away from all the metal in
Miami.”
The boys all work together
as a team on both composition
and lyrics. Random texts at four
in the morning have become song
lyrics and the band has managed
to speed up the songwriting
process. Songs come quickly and  
in just three weeks, the band had
already written four songs.
“Unlike the old Sink the
Ships, it [doesn’t take] forever to
write songs,” said Rosa.
The band does not have any
upcoming shows scheduled as of
yet, but they are working on their
latest EP, unofficially titled “Own
Your Words.”
For more information
on Sink the Ships, visit www.
myspace.com/sinktheships.
Be sure to check out the
Local Show on 88.5 FM with
DJ Frizz every Thursday. For
requests, call (954) 262-8460
every night starting at 7 p.m. For
additional information on the
Local Show, visit www.nova.
edu/radiox.
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“Let’s Move”
Towards Cheaper Produce
for Everyone
STEFANI RUBINO
MANAGING/OPINIONS EDITOR

With all of this talk about
the inability of a huge percentage
of Americans to get health
insurance, it is not really a wonder
why preventative measures in
medicine and lifestyle seem to be
on a lot of peoples’ minds. One
of the biggest initiatives launched
recently is Michelle Obama’s
“Let’s Move” campaign, with
which she hopes to educate
children, their families and
schools about the dangers of
childhood obesity and how
to prevent it. As amazing and
well-informed as the program
is, there seems to be one big
thing missing from the Obamas’
mission: the price of the fruits and
vegetables they are so strongly
recommending people buy is
high and nothing is being done to
control that.
If documentaries, such as
“Food, Inc.,” are any indication, it
seems that families, the ones who
do and do not live in these “food
deserts” Mrs. Obama’s campaign
is trying to control, have trouble
spending more money on a
smaller amount of fruits and
vegetables, when they could be
buying cheaper, less wholesome
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but more filling foods.
In the case of the conventionally grown — meaning
they are grown with the use
of pesticides and genetically
modified seeds — there is really
no reason for the price to be
so high, except that, because
American consumer expect their
grocery chains to have every type
of produce available all the time,
the transportation costs from farm
to store are pricey. So, instead of
just placing more grocery stores
in these “food deserts,” why not
educate low-income families on
how to buy these foods without
giving up half of their pay check
every week?
Probably the easiest and
most affordable to purchase
produce is to keep track of what’s
in season in your state or region.

Depending on the season, certain
fruits and vegetables, which
in Fla. happens to be nearly
everything you could imagine,
are cheaper than other foods
grocery stores have to fly in from
other states and countries. For
example, right now broccoli,
peppers and mushrooms are in
season down here, so instead
of buying asparagus flown in
from Peru or arugula from New
Mexico, incorporating these
ingredients into your meal plan
will save lots of money and be
just as nutritious.
While I understand and
appreciate what Mrs. Obama’s
campaign is trying to accomplish,
there is a simple lack of other, and
in my opinion, more important
opportunities for this campaign
to teach low-income families
about consuming wholesome
foods. People need to know how
to make produce work for them,
and which produce options turn
out to be less money than buying
potato chips, frozen French fries
and other junk foods.
For more information on
Mrs. Obama’s campaign, visit
www.letsmove.gov. To see a
month-by-month breakdown of
what is seasonal in your area,
visit http://sustainabletable.org/
shop/eatseasonal.
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Editor’s Note
SERENA MANN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

At this year’s CommunityFest, I thought back to
the entire week of Homecoming.
Does NSU have a sense of
community? Often, NSU is
criticized internally because
of its silos — HPD students
hang out with HPD students,
law students hang out with law
students, and undergraduates
with undergraduates. How does
NSU gain a sense of community
amongst all of these cliques? The
marketer inside of me wants to
say The Current but I will resist
this time.
These different groups of
students do have something in
common — NSU. That may sound
cheesy but at CommunityFest
I thought to myself about how
generous NSU is sometimes.
Where else will you get a
huge party with free food, fun
activities, and free give-a-ways?
Granted as students, I’m sure we
helped fund the festival with the
money we pay for our tuitions,
but isn’t it nice to have a little
something done for us? I know
at my undergraduate institution
I never had a CommunityFest

or anything like it. Clubs and
organizations discovered each
other, parents got a sense of what
NSU culture is all about, and yes
the word Shark was said about
1 million times but it was all in
good fun.
If you missed out on
CommunityFest, don’t feel bad.
There are plenty of more
opportunities to get involved,
engaged, and create your NSU
experience. Check out our
weekly events calendar to know
what is happening on campus.
Got something to say? E-mail
nsunews@nova.edu. The Current
is listening.

We Want To Hear From You
Want to say something about what you have read?
Have an opinion about something we covered?
Do you have an idea that you think would be great in The Current?
Write a Letter to the Editor at nsunews@nova.edu.
You can also comment on our articles at www.nsucurrent.com.

On the Scene
ANNARELY RODRIGUEZ
NEWS EDITOR

What do you think of NSU hosting talks from leaders like the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu?

“I like it. It gives students the opportunity to listen to different
points of view.”
Agustin Rey, junior accounting major

“It is good for students to get a hands-on experience with people
who changed the world. I expect life lessons.”
Johnny Brooks, sophomore business administration major

“It provides a great opportunity for us to have amazing people
at our school, people we wouldn’t have gotten the chance to
meet otherwise.”
Melissa Rosen, freshman psychology major

“It’s pretty cool that they are able to bring such well-known
people to campus. It makes everyone get involved.”
Patsy Stowe, freshman international studies major

“I think it’s easier because it’s right here on campus. We don’t
have to go the Bank Atlantic Center.”
Victoria DeMaio, sophomore English major

“It brings cultural awareness and diversity to the university.”
Nam Huynh, freshman biology major

MBA
Economics
Finance
Marketing

Taxation
Accounting
Leadership

Management
Entrepreneurship
Business Administration
Human Resource
Management

Public Administration
International Business
Real Estate Development
Sport and Recreation
Management

Chelsea
MBA Student

From Classroom to Boardroom in Only 18 Months.
Nothing will propel your business career faster than a master’s degree from the Huizenga School at Nova
Southeastern University. With classes that fit your schedule – days, evenings, weekends and online – you can
earn your master’s degree in just 18 months. The Huizenga School’s challenging curriculum combines theory and
practice to prepare you for business in the real world. And with professors who are proven corporate leaders
from the world’s top companies, you’ll learn what it takes not only to survive, but also thrive. To learn how NSU
can help you launch your business career, attend our Business School Open House on Wednesday, February
24th.

BUSINESS SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
s ,EARN ABOUT GRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS
s 3PEAK WITH ACADEMIC AND FINANCIAL AID ADVISORS
s 2ECEIVE ON THE SPOT ADMISSIONS HELP
s !PPLICATION FEE IS WAIVED FOR THOSE WHO ATTEND

Wednesday, February 24th at 6:00 p.m.
Main Campus - Davie
Carl DeSantis Building
R.S.V.P. 954-262-5026 or nova.edu/business

